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I. PREAMBLE
1. The denomination REMOR represents the acronym for Research and E-learning on Maintenance Obligations Recovery. The REMOR Project has been initiated and from then on has been coordinated by the University of Genoa, Department G.L.M. Casaregi (Sections of Private Law and International and Navigation Law). In conducting the activities assumed according to the Project’s documents, the University of Genoa has been assisted by three foreign Partners, each of a different nationality than the other, thus fulfilling a desiderate of the European Commission which is the spreading of knowledge across the European Union. The three international Partners in discussion are as follows:
(a) the Malta Chambers of Advocates;

(b) the Riga Graduate School of Law;

(c) the National Association of Romanian Bars.

2. The purpose of this project has been to realize a research and a teaching activity with regard to the maintenance obligations and also to the problems that usually arise from the trans-border recuperation of these obligations in case of non-fulfillment through good faith from the obligor’s side.
3. More specifically, the REMOR Project aimed to critically analyze the proposal of regulation for jurisdiction on recovery of maintenance obligations from the European Union’s member state’s territories (COM (2005) 649 def.). Also, REMOR Project verified the effects of the regulation proposal in discussion on the member States’ legislation, both on their private international law and also on their substantial law concerning the institutions which fall within the notion of maintenance obligations, considering also peculiar cases such as familiar units founded on factual relationship and “pacts” between persons of the same sex.
4. In order to achieve the above mentioned desiderates the Partners have divided their responsibilities in the REMOR Project in 7 distinct Work Packages which they distributed among themselves. In this way we had the following distribution of work packages per Partner:

(a) the Genoa University:

i. Work package no. 1: Project Management.
ii. Work package no. 4: Preparation of Learning Material and Research Documents.
(b) the Malta Chambers of Advocates:

i. Work package no. 2: Quality Assurance.
(c) the Riga Graduate School of Law:

i. Work package no. 3: Project’s web portal and interactive learning.
ii. Work package no. 5: Preparation and Realization of Seminars and Studies.
(d) the National Association of Romanian Bars:

i. Work package no. 6: Evaluation.
ii. Work package no. 7: Valorization Actions.
5. According to the provisions of Work Package no. 6, which has been attributed to the National Association of Romanian Bars, we can find the deliverable no. D.6.2 – Evaluation Report. This deliverable, the Evaluation Report, constitutes the object of the present document. The Evaluation Report has the purpose of informing about the results obtained following the performance of activities according to the REMOR Project. Also, the Evaluation Report aims at highlighting the positive aspects and also the small difficulties which the Partners had been confronted with.
6. It is worth mentioning at this early stage that, generally, all work packages have been completed successfully by the Partners in the REMOR Project. We will refer to each specific work package in a detailed report hereinafter. 
II. WORK PACKAGE NO. 1: PROJECT MANAGEMENT
7. In general terms, the purpose of this work package had been to establish a structure to help manage the whole project. The main target for realizing this work packager has thus been to achieve full communication between the Partners. More specifically, the University of Genoa, which has been responsible for carrying out the activities under this work package, has successfully achieved the following:
(a) Has facilitated communication and cooperation between the Partners.

(b) Has supervised the progress of the Project.

(c) Has anticipated and managed changes related to the Project.

(d) Has assured communication with the European Commission.

8. Indeed, the University of Genoa, has set up a functioning network of communication based on electronic means of communication (especially e-mail, but also telephone conferences) with the Partners. In this way Partners have been kept up to date with each other’s activities in the REMOR Project. Also, using this efficient network of communication, the University of Genoa achieved the necessary level of transparency with the European Commission. Thus, the University of Genoa has periodically informed the European Commission’s representatives about the course and updates of the REMOR Project. In this view the University of Genoa has performed several important deliverables among which we refer to the following:

(a) Organization of the Kick-off Meeting in Italy by means of which the Project has been officially started (this activity accomplished deliverable D.1.1).
(b) Drafting and presenting the European Commission with the Interim Report (this activity accomplished deliverable D.1.3).

(c) Drafting of the Implementation Plan (this activity accomplished deliverable D.1.2).
9. In addition to the specific management activities referred to above, the University of Genoa, in fulfilling its obligations as Project Manager has drawn up a Questionnaire for the Partners. The purpose of the Questionnaire was to provide detailed answers (given by the Partners) to aspects referring to the national law of each Partner. More specifically, the Questionnaire helped in developing a network of exchange of information and mutual knowledge on national legislation of each single Member State involved in the REMOR Project. The answers to the Questionnaire have been posted on the REMOR Project’s official web portal which can be found at www.remor.cc. By inputting the password “remor” in the requested sections, all persons accessing the web portal can view the Questionnaire, the answers given to it by the Partners and also relevant decisions of the national courts of the Partners’ states.

10. In its capacity as project promoter, the University of Genoa has organized a series of Lectures on problems related to maintenance obligations. These Lectures had been organized in the time-frame November 19th – 22nd, 2007. Also, on the days of November 23rd and 24th, 2007 the University of Genoa has organized and International Workshop which took the shape of two round tables, each with the following denomination and theme:
(a) November 23rd, 2007: Round table of civil and compared law. The theme of this round table has been: “Family crises and maintenance obligations in the EU”.

(b) November 24th, 2007: Round table of community law. The theme of this round table has been: “The European Union and the family law”.

11. All the above mentioned events have been organized in Genoa, within the premises of the University and with the assistance of the Association “Mauro De Andre” and of the Genoa Bar Association.
III. WORK PACKAGE NO. 2: QUALITY ASSURANCE
12. The Quality Assurance work package has been the responsibility of the Malta Chamber of Advocates. The activities comprised in this work package aimed and achieved the following:

(a) Realization of an effective quality management for all of REMOR Project’s activities.

(b) Establishment of adequate mechanisms to manage and control the quality of works.

13. In view of performing the above mentioned tasks the Malta Chamber of Advocates, with the assistance of the University of Genoa, has drawn up Quality Management Plan, thus achieving the deliverable D.2.1. This Quality Management Plan established the goals, processes and responsibilities which are necessary in order to implement an effective quality management system for the REMOR Project.

14. The Quality Management Plan divides the activities which are to be performed in two different categories which are to be evaluated with the following different criteria and methods:

(a) Learning activities: these activities covered all tasks and activities that a Partner had to perform in order to promote the exchange of information among operators on the European Commission’s proposal on maintenance obligations and, more generally, on EU family law issues. More precisely, the learning activities ranged from meetings and conferences to workshops and seminars.
(b) Research activities: these activities indicated all tasks and activities that the Partners had to perform in order to analyze critically the content of the Commission proposal on maintenance obligations and, more generally, on EU Family Law issues. The purpose of these activities has been the delivery of reports on the above mentioned subjects.
IV. WORK PACKAGE NO. 3: PROJECT’S WEB PORTAL AND INTERACTIVE LEARNING
15. As the denomination of this work package indicates, the Riga Graduate School of Law, which has been responsible for fulfilling it, had to construct a web portal for the REMOR Project and, by means of this web portal, to develop an interactive learning platform.

16. The deliverable D.3.1 REMOR Web portal has been realized by the Riga Graduate School of Law. Presently, every interested person can access the REMOR web portal at the address www.remor.cc. The portal contains: 
(a) A description of the REMOR Project and the indication of all Partners involved.

(b) Major European directives and regulations issued in the subject matter of the research and in related fields.

(c) The Questionnaire prepared by the University of Genoa.

(d) The Answers to the Questionnaire provided by the University of Genoa and the National Association of Romanian Bars, according to each legal system.
(e) The translation into English of the substantive rules of the legal system of each Partner.
(f) The translation of the most significant rulings of the highest Courts of the Member States from which the University of Genoa and National Association of Romanian Bars come.
17. In the indicated spaces from the web portal www.remor.cc the interested stakeholders can insert the password “remor” and thus access the documents listed above.
18. The REMOR Project now uses an interactive platform which enables the Partners and also all interested stakeholders to truly participate and become familiar with the subject of the research. Another very important achievement of this work package has been the creation of a transparent work process, as all activities and products have been immediately made available online and visible for every interested stakeholder. This interactive internet based learning platform provided the Partners and most importantly the stakeholders with the opportunity of contributing to the development of the Project at virtually any stage by bringing additional knowledge.
V. WORK PACKAGE NO. 4: PREPARATION OF LEARNING MATERIAL AND RESEARCH DOCUMENTS
19. The University of Genoa, in fulfilling its obligations towards completing Work package no. 4, pursued research through the collection of material required for the processing of the following documents: hard and soft law, case law and doctrine.
20. Firstly, the University of Genoa has created a web page within its official web portal (http://www.aulaweb.unige.it) in order to provide an interactive platform, to which students, lawyers, University staff may have access, in order to collect information on the REMOR Project and on research materials. In the months following its creation, the web page mentioned above has been progressively developed through the uploading of all the collected materials. More precisely, the University of Genoa has uploaded in the REMOR Project’s web page a brief description of the Project and has also collected and uploaded research materials, both in Italian and English language.
21. In collaboration with the Riga Graduate School of Law, which has developed the REMOR Project’s official web portal, the University of Genoa, in October 2007, has created a link to the web page http://www.aulaweb.unige.it. The Riga Graduate School of Law has immediately created this link with the consequence that starting with October 30th, 2007 each visitor of the REMOR web portal may download the information and materials collected (both in Italian and English languages). This decision helped the dissemination of the REMOR Project’s achievements to all the stakeholders.
22. In performing the activities according to this work package, the University of Genoa has also facilitated the organization of the Lectures of November 19th - 22nd, 2007 and of the International Workshop (with the two round tables referred to above) which took place respectively on November 23rd and 24th, 2007. These activities have constituted an important moment of knowledge enrichment, and helped the stressing out of the best results of the research done. Please note that the Work Package Coordinator (prof. I. Queirolo) has prepared special materials for the practitioners attending the lectures series, scheduled from 19th to 22nd of November 2007.
23. A very significant contribution to the performance of Work Package no. 4 has come from the exchange of information (through the Answers to the Questionnaire) and materials with Partners.
24. It is here to underline that the W.P. Coordinator has prepared an Evaluation Test of Lectures, with the cooperation of the National Association of Romanian Bars, which is the Partner in charge of the Evaluation work package.
25. It is widely known that the Internet in general, and, in particular, the Web Pages of main international organizations working in the field of Family Law in Europe (EU and the Council of Europe, but also the Hague Conference, which is mainly dealing to promote conventions of private international law) are essential tools for finding source materials. Because of the difficulties that often practitioners have in finding sources of international and European law, during the Seminar organized by the University of Genoa specific lessons have been carried out in order to help participants acquire the "skills" needed to access these sources.
26. In order to be more specific, we need to inform (with the mention that these documents have not been reviewed by the drafters of this Evaluation Report) that the following deliverables are ready:
(a) Report on relevant questions and legal practitioners’ common needs.

(b) Comparative analysis report on the system of circulation of decisions regarding the payment of maintenance obligations within the European judicial area.

(c) Document on critical examination of the contents of the proposal of regulation on jurisdiction, applicable law, recognition and enforcement of decisions and cooperation in matters relating to maintenance obligations.

(d) Report on the effects of the proposal of regulation COM (2005) 649 def. on member States legislations.

(e) Paper with advice for suitable changes and completions to proposal of regulation COM (2005) 649.
VI. WORK PACKAGE NO. 5: PREPARATION AND REALIZATION OF SEMINARS AND STUDIES
27. Among the main points of focus of the REMOR Project there is the development of seminars on the subject of the recovery of maintenance obligations within the European Judicial Space. Participants to these seminars have been provided with continuously updated content, as part of their learning process, through the web portal of the REMOR Project, which also permits the communication among all the participants and between them and the teachers, in a collaborative manner.
28. In fulfilling its undertakings as coordinator of Work Package no. 5, the Riga Graduate School of Law made the following activities:
(a) Rules for selection of legal practitioners.

(b) Selection and preparation of learning materials for the Remor seminars.

29. On the REMOR official web portal there can be found all the relevant acts concerning judicial cooperation in civil matters, which are the basis to be informed about the specific initiatives that the European Community is going to take on Family Law in general, and on maintenance obligations in particular.
30. The Riga Graduate School of Law has also performed the following activity: Organization and schedule of lessons or courses. This Partner has also organized and scheduled seminars and lectures, like the University of Genoa has done.
VII. WORK PACKAGE NO. 6: EVALUATION
31. In order to evaluate the REMOR Project’s results and to verify the its impact it has been necessary to evaluate the quality of the performances of each of REMOR Project’s tasks. The National Association of Romanian Bars, in performing the activities of work package no. 6 succeded in evaluating the different results of the REMOR Project. The main focus of this work package has been to guarantee a cohesive evaluation methodology throughout the Project.
32. In view of fulfilling its obligations under this work package, the National Association of Romanian Bars performed a number of activities which resulted in the following deliverables:

(a) Evaluation Plan and External Evaluation Committee.

(b) Evaluation Report.

33. The Evaluation Plan has been drawn up by the National Association of Romanian Bars in collaboration with the University of Genoa and has constituted the premises for the assessment activities performed in view of drafting the present Evaluation Report. The Evaluation Plan served as a guiding line for assessing the REMOR Project’s deliverables.
34. In order to assure the transparency required in European financed projects, there has been appointed an External Evaluation Committee. The members of this External Evaluation Committee are external experts, both in the legal field and in the management of European financed projects similar to REMOR Project. 
35. As per the documents of the REMOR Project on all Partners encumbered the necessity of assisting the work package coordinator in developing the Evaluation Plan, in the evaluation process (and mainly to contribute with the required / requested information) and also the necessity of assisting in the conduction of the Evaluation Report. It is to mention that the University of Genoa has fulfilled all the above mentioned requirements and helped the National Association of Romanian Bars to realize the present Evaluation Report.
VIII. WORK PACKAGE NO. 7: VALORIZATION ACTIONS
36. In the Work Package no. 7, which is also in the responsibility of the National Association of Romanian Bars, it is provided for the realization of the Valorization activities of the REMOR Project. According to the provisions of the REMOR Project and in view of completing the work package’s deliverables, the National Association of Romanian Bars made the following activities:
(a) Cooperation in the performing of the tasks. The National Association of Romanian Bars has actively cooperated in the performing of all the tasks and has also provided, together with the Answers to the Questionnaire, a relevant number of decisions held by the Romanian judicial authorities, translated in English language (and uploaded in the Remor web page, created by the section of international and maritime law of the University of Genoa).
(b) Brochure “Catalogue of Benefits”. This brochure informs legal practitioners about the benefits on participating in the REMOR Project’s learning activities and about the scheduled lectures or courses available.

(c) Communication Plan. This plan delivers guidelines and information to the Partners on how and when to conduct valorisation and dissemination activities.
(d) Valorization Report. This plan represents a document by means of which the valorization and dissemination activities that had been realized by the Partners are presented. The Valorization Report has concentrated on the following valorization activities used in the REMOR Project:
i. Valorization and dissemination activities realized by means of press releases.

ii. Valorization and dissemination activities realized by means of the Brochure “Catalogue of Benefits”.

iii. Valorization and dissemination activities realized by means of the official internet site of the REMOR Project.

iv. Valorization and dissemination activities realized by means of e-mail and regular post.

v. Valorization and dissemination activities realized by means of the REMOR Seminars.

vi. Valorization and dissemination activities realized by means of the REMOR International Workshop.
(e) Press releases. In this way the National Association of Romanian Bars informed on the Project results and fostered legal practitioners to participate to the learning activities.
37. In connection to the Valorization activities performed by all the Partners in the REMOR Project and especially by the National Association of Romanian Bars (which has been entrusted with the realization of work package no. 7) it can be affirmed that the Partners have fulfilled entirely their undertakings in order to valorize the REMOR Project and in view of disseminating the results obtained by this Project. In this way there could be achieved awareness of the direct beneficiaries of the REMOR Project of the following aspects:
(a) The results of the researches undertook by the Partners.

(b) The technical modalities to access these resources.
IX. CONCLUSIONS
38. After having evaluated the activities performed by the Partners in the REMOR Project, it can be affirmed that, notwithstanding some minor difficulties encountered on the way, in general terms the REMOR Project has been a success. The main goals of the Project have been achieved through mutual cooperation of the four international Partners under the direct coordination of the University of Genoa which has acted as Project Coordinator.

39. The critical study of the proposal for regulation put forward by the European Commission has been achieved. Also, the research activities with regard to the national law of the national law from the Partner’s States concerning the recovery of maintenance credits, has been performed (in this view the Answers to the Questionnaire stands out as the most important result). 
40. The teaching activities have been successfully organized by the partners and have benefited from the necessary audience. In particular, it is to be mentioned the benefits obtained by the Romanian young lawyers who have participated at the Seminar organized by the National Association of Romanian Bars (in the days of March 13th and 14th, 2008). Thus, these participants have been engaged in interactive discussions with reputable professors and practitioners in the field of family law and private international law who have presented actual practical issues besides the normal theoretical aspects.
41. The same very important results as regards the benefits obtained by stakeholders have been obtained by the Italian legal practitioners who not only have been given a presentation of the most important aspects from the REMOR Project’s objective, but have also benefited from a practical presentation of the source materials and modalities to access them via Internet.
42. In conclusion, all activities performed by the University of Genoa, the Malta Chamber of Advocates, the Riga Graduate School of Law and the National Association of Romanian Bars have registered a success and more important that this have been well received and understood by the stakeholders.
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Disclaimer:   not all documents which have been refered to in this Evaluation Report have been availabel in original or copy to the persons drafting this report and thus no responsibility for inacurate information shall rest with the drafters of this report. Reference to them has been made due to information from the Partners and from the Interim Report presented to the European Commission. In case of inacurate information please contact the National Association of Romanian Bars as soon as possible in order to remedy them.

