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Introduction
The aim of  this Interim Report is to provide the Commission and all the Partners involved an overview on the progress made by the REMOR Project. 
The Report is formed by an introduction plus seven parts, as many are the Work Packages established in the Interim Report, in which the activity carried out by each Patner is described in details. 

The Introduction  purpose is to describe in synthesis the work that was done and to highlight positive aspects and also little difficulties arisen,  to which was due a slight delay in concluding some activities within the timetable fixed by the Implementation Plan, and consequently the delay of the Interim Report itself.

The Work Packages, that had to be done, have been processed and gave appreciable middle term results as it’s well expressed by their specific Reports, written hereafter.

Each Report describes the activities carried out by those involved in the Work Package, as well as any delay or failure.
Please note that this Interim Report is delivered late due to a temporary suspension of relations with the Malta Chamber of Advocates due to the  recent renewal by election of its Board of Directors, that  made changes in the persons responsible of the REMOR Project.

All the problems have now been resolved.
The following activities have been conducted in a very good and appropriate way:
i. The Riga Graduate School of Law has created a fully functional web portal, simple to use, but very complete and appealing, linked to Genoa University e-learnig web portal, in which a relevant number of the collected documents is shown, in the original language and traslated into English. The documents can be picked up by the visitors of the site using the following password “remor”.
 ii. The National Association of the Romanian Bars significantly contributed to the web portal content, providing a number of interesting judgements, translated into English. Moreover they sent a complete replay to the questionnaire prepared by the University of Genoa.
It seems important to highlight here that relations with the above mentioned Partners have been mutually useful and very interesting, indeed.

The present Report is going to describe in more details the activities carried out by the Partners through reference to each Work Package.
WP1 Management
University of Genoa - Giovanna Savorani
To promote communication and cooperation between Project participants the first step was the Kick-Of meeting, held in Genoa in April; the second one was the Implementation Plan, delivered in April, that fixed the content of each Work Package; the third one was to follow the activities carried out by each Patner in accomplishing to the Implementation Plan  and to exchange with them opinions and documents through e-mails.
In order to develop a network for the exchange of information and mutual knowledge on national legislation of each single Member State involved in the Remor Project, all the Partners were invited to provide detailed answers to the questionnaire, prepared by the University of Genoa. 

The questionnaire appeared to be a useful instrument to gather relevant informations and to collect documents on maintenance obligations. 
The fourth step is now the delivery of the Interim Report
Finally, by the end of January 2008, the University of Genoa will deliver the Final Report, a document describing all the activities realized within the Remor Project by the Partners, with specific attention to the “learning activities” done (seminars, lectures and an international conference) and to the results and experiences gathered throughout the Project. 
The Final Report will also contain suggestions for the future use of the results of the Project in legal training.
In order to comply with the Project, the University of Genoa has organized a series of Lectures on problems related to maintenance obligations, that will take place from the 19th to the 22th of November and an International 2 days Workshop, which will be held the following  23th and 24th. 
All these events are going on in Genoa, in the University, with the cooperation and the acknowledgement of Genoa’s Bar and of “Associazione Mauro De Andrè”, a private no profit organisation, whose main aim is education and training of young lawyers.

The timetable of these events is detailed in the attached: Annex n. 1  Lectures Program and Annex n. 2  Workshops Program.
WP2 Quality assurance
Malta Chamber of Advocates – Robert G. Mangion
To control the management and execution of the Project the Malta Chamber of Advocates, with some help from Genoa’s University, drew a Quality Plan, which is here enclosed as Annex n. 3. 
By the end of the Project’s activity Malta Chamber of Advocates should deliver a Quality Final Report, following the rules and methods established in the Quality Plan.
The Quality Management Plan establishes goals, processes, and responsibilities required to implement effective quality management functions for the REMOR Project.

In this plan the activities are classified into two categories, which are completely different and are evaluated with the following different criteria and methods:
1.
Learning activities: these cover all tasks and activities that the Partner shall perform in order to promote the exchange of information among operators on the Commission proposal on maintenance obligations and, more generally, on EU family law issues (like meetings, conferences, workshops and seminars).
In the first stage (organization) each Partner is expressly required to: (i) adjourn – through email and/or through Remor website – all Partners of the developments in the performance of activities and tasks; (ii) maintain stable contacts with the University of Genoa, as manager and coordinator of the whole Project; (iii) answer as soon as possible to the requests of all Partners and, in particular, of the University of Genoa, in its quality of manager and coordinator of the whole Project; (iv) inform the University of Genoa of possible problems and/or difficulties arisen in the performance of the tasks; (v) guarantee strict respect of deadlines and time-limits expressly indicated in the Implementation Plan; (vi) provide its assistance and collaboration to all other Partners in the performance of activities and tasks that require a combined effort; (vii) inform all Partners of news regarding the European Family Law and, in particular, the topic of maintenance obligations.

In the second stage (performing learning activities), each Partner is expressly required to: (i) organize initiatives such as meeting, seminars, conferences and/or workshops in its own country; (ii) give prompt information of the initiatives organized to the other Partners, through email and the Web site; (iii) provide all the participants to the above mentioned initiatives (or a significant number of participants) a specific “Learning activities evaluation sheet”, in order to collect their feedback.
Please note that here atached you’ll find - as annex  n. 6 (in Italian) and annex  n 6-bis (in English) – the Evaluation Test that the University of Genoa (bringing about the action established by WP4 – prof. Ilaria Queirolo) has prepared and will present to all the practitioners who are going to attend the lectures scheduled.
2.
Research activities: these indicate all tasks and activities that the Partners shall perform to analyze critically the content of the Commission proposal on maintenance obligations and, more generally, on EU Family Law issues, in order to deliver reports, papers and/or books on the above mentioned subjects.
In the first stage (collection of research materials) each Partner shall (i) provide all answers to the questionnaire enclosed to the Implementation Plan; (ii) collect materials (such as national laws, case law, soft law instruments), which may be useful to the research activities; (iii) made all the collected material accessible to the other Partners, by translating and uploading them in the Website.
Please note that here enclosed you’ll find – as annex  n. 8 and annex  n. 9 – the answers to the questionnaire prepared by the University of Genoa and by the National Association of Romanian Bars.

In the second stage (research products) in cooperation with all Partners, by the end of January 2008, the University of Genoa shall deliver the research products indicated at WP4.

By the end of January 2008, Malta Chamber of Advocates has to deliver the Quality Management Final Report.
WP3 Project’s Webportal and interactive learning
Riga Graduate School – Peter Gjoertler

The Riga Graduate School made the following activities:
3.1 Remor Webportal

In the last months The Riga Graduate School has  created the REMOR website at http://www.remor.cc/ 
The portal contains: 
(I) a description of the REMOR Project and the indication of all Partners involved;

(II) major European directives and regulations issued in the subject of research and in related fields; 
(III) the questionnaire prepared by the University of Genoa.

Here are going to be entered also the following materials and documents: 
(I) the answers to the questionnaire provided by the partners, according to each legal system; 
(II) the translation in english of the substantive rules of the legal system of each Patner;
(III) the translation of the most significant rulings of the highest Courts of different Member States.

The University of Genoa, and more precisely the Civil Law section and the International and Maritime Law section of the Dipartimento G.L.M. Casaregi, has already realized a collection of materials (legislation, decisions, papers)  useful for study and research purposes; a selection of this collection will be put in the Project Web Site. 

The University of Genoa has already uploaded some materials on the web page of the University of Genoa (http://giurige.aulaweb.unige.it/course/view.php?id=13), in order to make them available for uploading on the Remor web site, as soon as all the partners’ documents will be translated. 
Right now, however, it is possible to have access to the University of Genoa’s web page from the Remor official website, trought a special link, to see the documents uploaded. In the same way is possible to download the program of the one week, full time, seminars (from 19th to 22nd of November) and of the two days international workshops , organized respectively by the Civil Law section (23rd of November) and by the International and Maritime section (24th of November).

WP4 Preparation of learning material and research documents

University of Genoa – Ilaria Queirolo
University of Genoa has done and is still working on the following activities.
This Work Package is pursuing research through the collection of material required for the processing of the following documents: hard and soft law, case law and doctrine.
First the Work Package has expressly created a web page within the University of Genoa’s official web portal (http://www.aulaweb.unige.it), 

The web page has been created in order to provide an interactive platform, to which students, lawyers, University staff may have access, in order to collect information on the project and research materials and also to .

The Remor web page offers also the possibility to develop a “forum” for the discussion of specific issues and the continuous exchange of information among partners and/or interactive learning for persons who attend seminars and international conferences. 

In the months following its creation, the web page has been progressively construed, through the uploading of all the materials collected. 

More precisely, this Work Package has uploaded in the Remor’s web page a brief description of the Remor project and has also collected and uploaded research materials, both in Italian and English language. 

In October, this Work Package has requested to the Lituanian Partner to insert within the official Remor website (www.remor.cc) a specific link to the University of Genoa’s web page. The partner has immediately answered to this request, with the consequence that by 30th of October 2007 each visitor of the Remor website may download the information and materials collected (both in Italian and English language) by the Work Package. 
This Work Package has also cooperated in organizing  the lectures (during the whole week starting form 19th of November to 22nd of November 2007) and the two international workshops (that take place respectively on Friday 23rd and Saturday 24th of November 2007), which are going to be an important moment of knowledge enrichment, to stress out best results of the research done, and to develop deliverables, as papers, books and e-learning materials. 
Please note that the Work Package Coordinator (prof. I. Queirolo) has prepared special materials for the practitioners attending the lectures series, scheduled from 19th to 22nd of November.
A contribution has come from the exchange of information (through the questionnaire) and materials with Partners.
It is here to underline that the W.P. Coordinator has prepared an Evaluation Test of Lectures (here enclosed as annex n. 6 in Italian, and 6-bis translated into English), with the cooperation of NARB, who is the Patner in charge of Evaluation.
As everyone knows the Web, in general, and, in particular, the Web Pages of main international organizations working in the field of Family Law in Europe (EU and the Council of Europe, but also the Hague Conference, which is mainly dealing to promote conventions of private international law) are essential tools for finding sources; because of the difficulties that often practitioners have in finding sources of international and European law in the full-time seminar organized by the University of Genoa specific lessons are aimed to acquire the "skills" needed to access these sources.
The following deliverables are in process and will be ready by the end January 2008.
· Report on relevant questions and legal practitioners’ common needs
·  Comparative analysis report on the system of circulation of decisions regarding the payment of maintenance obligations within the European judicial area
·  Document on critical examination of the contents of the proposal of regulation on jurisdiction, applicable law, recognition and enforcement of decisions and cooperation in matters relating to maintenance obligations
·  Report on the effects of the proposal of regulation COM (2005) 649 def. on member States legislations
· Paper with advice for suitable changes and completions to proposal of regulation COM (2005) 649
WP5 Preparation and realization of seminars and studies

Riga Graduate School of Law – Peter Gjoertler
First of all, please note that Anders Fogelklou, who was indicated as WP5 Coordinator in the Interim Report is no longer working for Riga Graduate School of Law. 
His colleague, Prof. Peter Gjoertler, has been so kind to  become coordinator also of WP5, but - of course - he has to comply the Project envolvement, which has become wider, with previous undertakings. 
The Riga Graduate School made the following activities:
· Rules for selection of legal practitioners
· Selection and preparation of learning materials for the Remor seminars
On the REMOR official website you can find all relevant acts concerning judicial cooperation in civil matters, which are the basis to be informed about the specific initiatives that the Community is going to take on Family Law in general, and on maintenance obligations in particular.
It has to complete the following activity:
· Organization and schedule of lessons or courses

The Partner is going to organize and schedule seminars and lectures, like the University of Genoa has done.
In a short time Riga graduate School of Law will indicate dates, times and matter of the seminars. All these information  will be posted on the web-site www.remor.cc.
By the end January 2008, the Riga Graduate School will complete its Report on the learning activity done.
WP6  Evaluation
The National Association of Romanian Bars - Ligia Danila
The National Association of Romanian Bars made the following activities:
· Evaluation Plan and selection of the members of the External Evaluation Committee 
To evaluate the Project’s results and to verify the impact of REMOR Project is necessary to evaluate the quality of the performances of each Remor Project’s tasks; regarding to this activity, the National Association of Romanian Bar (hereinafter NARB) declared to follow different criteria for lerning activities and for research products, which are detailed in annex n. 4
By the end of January 2008, NARB  has to complete the Evaluation Report.
WP7 Valorisation actions
The National Association of the Romanian Bars – Alina Cobuz Bagnaru

The National Association of Romanian Bars made the following activities:

· Cooperation in the performing of the tasks

The NARB ha actively cooperated in the performing of all the tasks and has also provided, together with the questionnaire, a relevant number of decisions held by the Romanian judicial authorities, translated in English language (and uploaded in the Remor web page, created by the section of international and maritime law of the University of Genoa).
· Brochure “Catalogue of Benefits”
This brochure inform legal practitioners about the benefits on participating in the Project’s learning activities and about the scheduled lectures or courses available. For details please see Annex n. 5.
· Communication Plan
This plan deliver guidelines and information to the Partners on how and when to conduct valorisation and dissemination activities.
· Press releases
Through this way NARB informs on the Project results at each phase and fosters legal practitioners to participate to the learning activities through articles in national legal newspapers and magazines.
By the end January the NARB will complete the Valorisation Report to document the valorisation action of the Project, in particular the diffusion of the activities, including  the papers published or still in the process of being published. 
LIST OF ENCLOSURES
Annex n. 1: program of Lectures

annex n. 2:   workshop program
Annex n. 3: Quality Management Plan
Annex n. 4: Evaluation Plan
Annex N. 5: “CATALOGUE OF BENEFITS”
annex n. 6: questionario di valutazione da parte dei partecipanti di lezioni e seminari svolti
annex n. 6-bis: evaluation test of lectures and seminars by partecipants
annex  n. 7: answers to the questionnaire given by the University of Genoa 

annex  n. 8: answers to the questionnaire given by  the National Association of Romanian Bars
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