
  Curriculum Vitae - Key Expert 
1.
family NAME:  O’ ROURKE

2.
First Names: RAYMOND, JOHN

3.
DATE OF BIRTH: 21-02-1961

4.
NATIONALITY: IRISH

5.
CIVIL STATUS: SINGLE


6.
EDUCATION:


	Institution
 [Date from – Date to]
	Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained
	Copy attached

	University College Dublin (UCD), Ireland (1979-1983)
	Bachelor of Arts B.A.(Hons) – Politics and Greek & Roman Civilisation
	 Yes

	University College Dublin (1983-1984)
	Master of Arts M.A. - Politics
	Yes

	University of London, UK (1993-1995)
	Bachelor of Law – L.L.B.
	Yes

	Gray’s Inn, London, UK (1995-1996)
	Barrister-at-Law
	Yes


 7.
LaNGUAGE SKILLs: (1 – excellent; 2 - very good; 3 - good; 4 - fair; 5 - basic)

	Language
	Reading
	Speaking
	Writing

	English
	1
	1
	1

	French
	3
	3
	3

	Spanish
	3
	4
	4

	Italian
	4
	4
	5


8.      Membership of Professional Bodies: 


· Taste Council of Ireland [Traditional & Artisan Food Producers Body under auspices of Bord Bia, Irish Food Marketing Board] – Board Member
· Artisan Forum of Food Safety Authority of Ireland – Board Member
· Irish Government’s Advisory Committee on GMOs – Board Member

· CHAIRMAN - Consumer Consultative Panel of the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority 

· Consumers Association of Ireland – Member of National Council
· National Forum on Europe [Government body advising on EU Affairs]

· European Food Law association
· Fellow, University of Ulster, Coleraine, Northern Ireland

9.
Other skills: 
Computer Literate-Word Perfect 5.1, PowerPoint


10.
Present position: Food & CONSUMER AFFAIRS lawyer


11.
Years within the firm:
Own Practice since January 2005
12.
Key qualifications:

· Specialist Food & Consumer Protection lawyer with a background in EU affairs having worked in Brussels for the European Parliament, the European Consumers Association [BEUC] and a Brussels-based law firm. 
· Author of two major legal books on Food Law – European Food Law (3rd edition) (London 2005) & Food Safety and Product Liability (London 2000)

· Extensive legal harmonisation experience for Governments in Central & Eastern Europe, the Balkans & the Middle East [Palestine & Saudi Arabia].
· Proven experience of training high-ranking officials, judges and magistrates on EU Food & Consumer Law & WTO Law 

· Extensive work on WTO issues in the Middle East having advised on the WTO SPS Agreement in Saudi Arabia & Palestine

· Proven experience in capacity building for both WTO obligations and EU accession/acquis communitaire obligations
· Assistant Lecturer on Food Law & Consumer Protection Law - at both University College Dublin, Ireland and Dublin Institute of Technology, Ireland

· Regular speaker at conferences on EU Food Law & Consumer Protection law. Numerous articles completed for legal journals, trade magazines and national newspapers. Frequent commentator on these issues on radio/TV

· Excellent negotiation and inter-cultural communication skills

13: SPECIFIC experience IN THE reGION:

	Country
	Date from – Date to 

	Romania

Macedonia

Romania

Croatia
	April 2008

November 2007

June 2007

September 2006

	Macedonia
	June-September 2005

	Serbia
	May 2005


14.
professional experience: 
	Date from –
Date to
	Duration in months 
	Location
	Company
	Position
	Description
	Employers References with Translation

yes / no

	4/2008

_________

11/2007

_________

06/2007


	1

________

1

________

1


	Romania

______________

Macedonia

______________

Romania


	B&S Europe

___________

Progeco

___________

B&S Europe


	Lawyer

__________

Lawyer

__________

Lawyer


	Short-term expert delivering training to magistrates/judges on EU Consumer Protection & Food Law for the National Institute of Magistrates in Bucharest, Timisoara & Sovata. Training covered subjects of consumer contracts, advertising, access to justice, product safety, product liability, advertising & food safety and food labelling law

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Short-term expert delivering training to magistrates/judges from all regions of Macedonia on EU Consumer Protection Law in Skopje. Training covered subjects of consumer contracts, advertising, access to justice, product safety, product liability, advertising & food safety law
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Short-term expert delivering training to magistrates/judges on EU Consumer Protection Law at the National Institute of Magistrates, Bucharest. Training covered subjects of consumer contracts, advertising, access to justice, product safety, product liability, advertising & food safety law
	No

___________

Yes

___________

Yes



	09/2006
	1
	Croatia
	Danish Gov
	Lawyer
	Trained over 30 diplomats from Croatia, Montenegro & the Balkans on EU Food Safety & Consumer Protection Law which included a training module enacting a potential food safety emergency in the Balkans & how to deal with it both in terms of EU & WTO membership.
	Yes

	02/2006
	1
	Saudi Arabia
	UNDP
	Lawyer
	Advised the Saudi Food & Drug Authority on food & international law as they affected the Kingdom’s recent WTO membership. Drafted a new National Food Law in line with WTO SPS norms as part of a legal harmonisation process. Advised on establishing an SPS Enquiry Point within the Saudi Food & Drug Authority & the issue of a Notifying Authority in Saudi Arabia. Devised plan of capacity-building in relation to WTO SPS obligations. Training of Government officials on WTO SPS Agreement & EU Food Law. 
	Yes

	06-09/2005
	4
	Macedonia
	Agrifor
	Lawyer
	Legal advice to Ministry of Health, Skopje on food safety issues. Drafted new law on Food Hygiene in line with ‘acquis communtaire’/EU legal harmonisation. Prepared a capacity-building programme with regard to EU Accession & SPS obligations under the EU Association Agreements & WTO. Trained Government officials on EU Food Hygiene rules & WTO SPS obligations in the area of food safety standards.
	Yes

	04/2005

__________

10/2004-03/2005
	1

________

6
	Serbia

______________

Brussels/Ireland
	CarlBro

___________

Agrifor
	Lawyer

_________

Lawyer
	Legal advice to Ministry of Health & Ministry of Agriculture on devising a Food Safety Policy for Serbia, in line with EU norms. Included issues of capacity-building & the SPS obligations under the EU Association Agreements & WTO. Training of Government civil servants on EU Food Laws & WTO SPS obligations in the area of food safety standards.  _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Legal expert for EC Framework contract on completion of Study: Guidelines for Green, White, Blue & Red Biotechnologies for DG DEVELOP. Mr. O’ Rourke was one of five experts working on the Commission Study and he completed those sections dealing with GMOs/GM foods, WTO SPS/TBT Agreements, Cartagena Protocol and International Trade Law. 
	No
___________

Yes

	01-07/2004
	7
	Palestine
	Adam Smith International
	Lawyer
	Legal advice to the Palestinian Authority on devising a Government regulatory structure for GMOs/GM foods. Advice on establishing a Contact Point in the Palestinian Authority specifically with regard to the Cartagena Protocol which could be later developed into an SPS Enquiry Point. Devised plan in relation to capacity-building for the Palestinian Authority to deal with food safety issues like GMOs/GM foods. Training of Government officials on EU Food Safety Law & GMOs/GM foods and the WTO SPS Agreement & Cartagena Protocol.
	Yes

	12/2000-2/2001
	3
	Latvia
	Carl Bro
	Lawyer
	Legal advice on the establishment of an authorisation system for Novel Food & GMOs/GM foods. Advice provided on  capacity building needed by Latvian authorities in order to align with EU & SPS norms under EU Association Agreements & WTO, as well as take into account consumer protection and the role of consumer NGOs. Drafted a legal text as part of harmonising national regulations to EU norms.  
	Yes

	09-12/1999
	4
	Estonia
	Carl Bro
	Lawyer
	Legal advice on Estonia’s system of official control of foodstuffs, which included advice on capacity building by enhancing food safety/consumer protection rules within different Ministries. Advice provided on how this harmonisation process should be aligned with SPS obligations under EU Association Agreements & WTO. Drafted a number of legal texts for the transposition of EU Food Hygiene Directives into Estonian Law.
	Yes

	09-12/1999
	4
	Latvia
	Carl Bro
	Lawyer
	Legal drafting of 14 Food Hygiene Directives as part of Latvia’s transposition of ‘acquis communtaire’. Advice provided on how this harmonisation process should be aligned with SPS obligations under EU Association Agreements and WTO & questions of capacity-building. Training of Government civil servants on EU Food Hygiene rules & WTO SPS obligations in the area of food safety standards
	Yes

	02-12/98
	10
	Ukraine
	Tacis
	Lawyer
	Advice to Ministry of Foreign Economic Trade enabling establishment of WTO ‘Earl Warning System’ on competition/anti-dumping, trade law and establishing a regulatory regime conducive for business. Specific advice on establishing National Enquiry Points & Notification Authority for SPS/TBT Agreements which included the issue of capacity-building. Training of Government officials on WTO SPS/TBT Agreements.
	Yes

	05/1999-12/2004
	55
	Ireland
	Mason, Hayes & Curran
	Lawyer
	Worked as a Food Regulatory and Trade Lawyer in one of Ireland’s top legal firms, advising clients on food regulatory issues & international trade law. Advised clients on food regulatory matters in relation to national & EU law. Also gave advice on WTO SPS/TBT Agreements.  
	Yes

	05/1994-04/1999
	59
	Belgium
	Stanbrook & Hooper
	Lawyer
	Worked as a Food Regulatory & Trade Lawyer for a prominent Brussels-based law firm advising many clients on EU Food Safety Laws & WTO issues such as the SPS/TBT Agreements.
	Yes

	09-12/1994
	4
	Belgium
	EGA
	Lawyer
	Legal advice to the European Generics Medicines Association on EU Consumer Policy & Consumer Protection Laws as they affect the pharmaceutical sector – in particular regulatory issues affecting SME Generic Companies, consumer information, consumer NGOs &  product liability
	Yes

	04/1992-10/1993
	18
	Belgium
	BEUC
	Lawyer
	Acted as advisor to the European Consumers Association [BEUC] in the European Parliament – covering various consumer issues such as access to justice, consumer credit, financial services, food labelling, product liability.
	Yes

	09/1989-10/1993
	49
	Belgium
	European Parliament
	Assistant
	Worked for Mary Banotti MEP who was a member of the EP Committee on Environment & Consumer Protection – advised on consumer issues as well as food safety issues.
	Yes

	05/1987-07/1989
	26
	Belgium
	European Parliament
	Assistant
	Worked for Tom Raftery MEP – advised on agriculture, food safety & consumer affairs issues
	Yes

	03/1986-03/1987


	12


	Ireland

	Ministry of Environment


	Assistant


	Speech writer/political advisor to Avril Doyle TD, Minister of State for Environmental Protection


	Yes




15. OTHER relevant information (e.g. Publications):

Author of "European Food Law" (3rd edition published November 2005), Sweet & Maxwell/Thomson. This is  the only legal text to cover the consumer protection changes in EU food law following the BSE crisis and White Paper on Food Safety (January 2000) and the FMD outbreak

Author of “Food Safety & Product Liability” (published May 2000), Palladian Law Publishing
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